The main island of the Philippine group, Luzon, was known to the Chinese, long before the Spanish Conquest, under its native name Luzong, which appears in the texts in the form Lii-sung. This name was also extended to the entire group of islands, and, furthermore, was applied as a tribal name to the native population. At the time when the Spaniards took possession of the Philippines the name Lii-sung designated principally the city of Manila, but it was then transferred also to the Spaniards, who are the "Luzon men" of the Chinese annals, or, officially, Ta Lii-sung kuo. At that time a nickname was also invented for the Spaniards in the form Sung-tsai, which may be explained as follows : The character "sung" in Lii-sung is identical with that in the name of the Sung dynasty of China, which, like all dynasties, has the adjective ta ("great") prefixed to its title.
In contrast to the great Sung dynasty, the foreign Lii-sung men were contemptuously called Sungtsai; i. e., the little Sung. A still more derogatory term under which the Spaniards go in the "Ming shih," in passages of a kind to provoke the criticism of the author, is Man (i. e., savages), originally a name restricted to the primitive aboriginal tribes of southern China.
In modern times the Portuguese retained their old historical name, Ta hsi yang kuo, in diplomatic intercourse with the Chinese court, while the Spaniards adopted the transliteration Ta Jih-ssu-pa-(or pan)-ni-yakuo, which has come up since the early days of the Jesuits ; also Lii-sung is still the Chinese name for Manila, Luzon, and the Philippines generally, and Lii-sung yen ("Luzon smoke") is a common term for Manila cigars. In connection with this terminology it might not be without interest to add that the name "America" occurs for the first time in Chinese literature (about a century after its discovery) in the "Ming shih" (chap. 326) as "A-mo-le-kia" in connection with a report on the The Spaniards who were in the other vessels, close to land, although they perceived from their ships the lights and the noise in the galley, thought it was some maneuver that was being executed ; and when afterwards they knew, after a short space, through those who escaped, swimming, what had happened, they could give no assistance, and remained quiet, as everything was lost, and they were few in number, and not in sufficient force. So they waited till morning, and when it dawned they saw the galley had already set the mainsail, and was sailing wind astern, returning to China, and they could not follow it.
As the wind served, the galley sailed all along the coast of the island until leaving it. It took in some water at the Ylocos, and left there the secretary and the friar. It Chinese all requested Shih-ho to return to China. He died heartbroken. The governor of Fuhkien was informed of this, and was requested to pass sentence on Yi for his wild speeches. In the meantime the Spaniards were suspicious that the Imperial Court was secretly planning to raid their country, and that the Chinese settlers were treacherously plotting to kill them. The next year the rumor was circulated that troops were to be detailed to take possession of the country. In consequence of this, prices in the iron market rose considerably.
The Chinese, in their craving for profit, exhausted their supplies of iron, selling every inch in their possession. The governor issued an order to have the names of the Chinese registered, and divided them into groups of three hundred men, each group to reside in one building. The Spaniards broke into these houses and slew them. As their intentions thus became clear, the Chinese fled in large numbers to the outlying farms. The governor dispatched troops to attack the multitude. As they had no arms, they were killed.
A great number took refuge in the mountains of the interior of Luzon (Ta litn shall). The savages followed them thither, assaulted them again, and killed a number. As the troops of the savages met with some resistance in the fight, the governor repented, and sent an envoy to deliberate concerning peace with them. The Chinese, suspecting this to be merely a pretext, threw the envoy down and killed him. The governor fell into a great passion, assembled his army, penetrated the city, and set an ambush, so that a great famine broke out among the Chinese near the city. The}-descended the hills, attacked the city, and suffered a decisive defeat from the division, which fell out of ambush. The total number of those killed in the successive battles amounted to twenty-five thousand. The governor, after holding an in-may now be briefly outlined. 
